were maintained at 37°C in humidified air with 5% CO2. MDA-MB-231, SW900 and SW1573 cells were maintained at 37°C in humidified air without 5% CO2.
Anti-proliferative assay. Cells were seeded into 96-well culture plates and treated with OTS167 for 72 hours at 37°C. Cell viability was measured by the colorimetric assay using Cell Counting Kit-8 (Dojindo) and plates were read using a spectrophotometer at a wavelength of 450 nm. IC50 values were calculated by nonlinear four parameter fit using SigmaPlot, version 10.0 (Systat Software, Inc.).
Semi-quantitative RT-PCR. Total RNAs were purified using RNeasy Mini kit (QIAGEN) according to the manufacturer's protocol. Subsequently, reverse transcription was carried out using SuperScript II transcriptase (Thermo Fisher) with oligo-dT primer (Roche). PCR was performed with primers as follows; 5'-GTGGCTTTGCAAAGGTCAAA-3' and 5'-AGCTGATTGACTTTGGTCTCT-3' for MELK, 5'-GATCTCCCTGAACCTCTACTTAC-3' and 5'-ATCGATGGCAACCCTCTCTAAATG-3' for DEPDC1, 5'-AGGATGCAGAAGGAGATCAC-3' and 5'-AGTTGCGTTACACCCTTTCT-3' for β-actin (ACTB).
ACTB gene was used as an internal control. 
